Thoughts on computerized psychotherapy.
This essay looks at the eventuality of computerized psychotherapy and attempts a philosophical analysis of the value, limitations, and efficacy of such hypothetical computerized psychotherapy devices (CPDs). The essential thesis is that while computers may be 'intellectually' capable of performing certain skills that have up until now been associated wholly with the human mind, still other, affective responses, such as empathy, sympathy and compathy, are not within the CPD's ken. Thus, in cases where such affective potential is believed to be a therapeutic necessity, the possibility of the CPD as an effective therapeutic agent may be undesirable.